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BACKGROUND 

There have been several discussions lately about disclosures that should be made by 
California law schools to potential and currently enrolled students.  In accordance with 
Business and Professions Code Section 6061: 

6061.  Any law school that is not accredited by the examining committee 
of the State Bar shall provide every student with a disclosure statement, 
subsequent to the payment of any application fee but prior to the payment 
of any registration fee, containing all of the following information: 

(a) The school is not accredited. However, in addition, if the school has 
been approved by other agencies, that fact may be so stated. 

(b) Where the school has not been in operation for 10 years, the assets 
and liabilities of the school. However, if the school has had prior affiliation 
with another school that has been in operation more than 10 years, has 
been under the control of another school that has been in operation more 
than 10 years, or has been a successor to a school in operation more than 
10 years, this subdivision is not applicable. 

(c) The number and percentage of students who have taken and who 
have passed the first-year law student's examination and the final bar 
examination in the previous five years, or since the establishment of the 
school, whichever time is less, which shall include only those students 
who have been certified by the school to take the examinations. 

(d) The number of legal volumes in the library. This subdivision does not 
apply to correspondence schools.  

(e) The educational background, qualifications, and experience of the 
faculty, and whether or not the faculty members and administrators (e.g., 
the dean) are members of the California State Bar. 



(f) The ratio of faculty to students for the previous five years or since the 
establishment of the school, whichever time is less. 

(g) Whether or not the school has applied for accreditation, and, if so, the 
date of application and whether or not that application has been 
withdrawn, is currently pending, or has been finally denied.  The school 
need only disclose information relating to applications made in the 
previous five years. 

(h) That the education provided by the school may not satisfy the 
requirements of other states for the practice of law. Applicants should 
inquire regarding those requirements, if any, to the state in which they 
may wish to practice.   

The disclosure statement required by this section shall be signed by each 
student, who shall receive as a receipt a copy of his or her signed 
disclosure statement. If any school does not comply with these 
requirements, it shall make a full refund of all fees paid by students. 

Subject to approval by the board, the examining committee may adopt 
reasonable rules and regulations as are necessary for the purpose of 
ensuring compliance with this section. 

In addition, the Unaccredited Law School Rules states: 

Rule 4.241 Disclosure statement  

(A) A registered law school must provide each student, in the format 
required by the Committee, a disclosure statement that includes all the 
following information.  

(1) It is not accredited by the Committee.  

(2) Whether it has applied for accreditation in the previous five years, and 
if so, the date of the application and whether the application is pending or 
has been withdrawn or denied.  

(3) A statement of assets and liabilities. This requirement applies only if it 
has been in operation for fewer than ten years. The requirement does not 
apply if the law school is affiliated with or under the control of another 
school that has been in operation ten years or more.  

(4) In the format required by the Committee, the pass rates of students 
who have taken the California First-Year Law Students’ Examination and 
the California Bar Examination. This information must be provided for the 
past five years or since the establishment of the law school, whichever 
time is shorter.  

(5) The number of legal volumes in the library. This requirement does not 
apply to correspondence or distance-learning law schools.  
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(6) The educational background, qualifications, and experience of the 
faculty and the names of any faculty or administrators who are members 
of the State Bar of California or who are admitted in another jurisdiction.  

(7) The ratio of faculty to students for the previous five years or since the 
establishment of the law school, whichever time is shorter.  

(8) A statement that the education it provides may not satisfy the 
requirements of other jurisdictions for the practice of law and that 
applicants should contact the jurisdiction in which they may wish to 
practice for that jurisdiction’s requirements. 

(9) Whether it has been issued a Notice of Noncompliance by the 
Committee.  

In accordance with Division 2 of the Guidelines for Accredited Law School Rules, 
California Accredited Law Schools (CALS) must provide the following disclosures: 

(D) Required Disclosures  

An accredited law school must include the following statement, without 
alteration, in either its course catalog or student handbook (electronic or 
hardcopy) and on a discrete page readily accessible to the public found on 
the law school’s website entitled “Accreditation” on which the law school 
refers to its status as being accredited by the Committee and any other 
regional or national accrediting entity or agency:  

Study at, or graduation from, this law school may not qualify a 
student to take the bar examination or be admitted to practice law 
in jurisdictions other than California. A student who intends to seek 
admission to practice outside of California should contact the 
admitting authority in that jurisdiction for information regarding its 
education and admission requirements.  

The type size of the foregoing disclosure must be at least as large as the 
type size used to discuss or explain its status as an accredited school or 
college of law. 

In addition, an accredited law school must publish on its “Accreditation” 
webpage information relating to the pass rates of its graduates on the ten 
most recent administrations of the California Bar Examination. This 
information must be published in one of the following ways:  

i.   By means of posting an active link to the California Bar Examination 
“Statistics” page of the State Bar’s website; or, alternatively;  

ii.   By means of posting the pass rates of its graduates as those published 
on the State Bar’s website for the ten most recent administrations of 
the California Bar Examination.  
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DISCUSSION 

The major points of discussion with regard to law school disclosures tend to include 
attrition rates and employment rates.  It appears that requiring unaccredited law 
schools, and perhaps CALS, to publish their attrition rates is an appropriate course of 
action for the Committee to consider.  Employment rates for both unaccredited and 
accredited law schools may not be as pertinent since a large percentage of students 
attending these types of schools are doing so as currently employed with no intention of 
changing careers, and for some, just for the knowledge and J.D., not with the express 
intention of finding legal employment. 

As a preliminary step, it is recommended that the following proposed amendment to the 
Unaccredited Law School Rules be adopted in principle, subject to a public comment 
period and final adoption and approval by the Board of Trustees: 

(10)  In the format required by the Committee, the attrition rates of 
students who are enrolled in the school and do not matriculate into 
subsequent years of law study. This information must be provided for the 
past five years or since the establishment of the law school, whichever 
time is shorter. 

The Committee may wish to consider referring the matter of whether CALS should be 
required to provide additional disclosures to its Advisory Committee on California 
Accredited Law School Rules. 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the proposed amendment of Rule 4.241(A) of the Unaccredited 
Law School Rules to require unaccredited law schools to provide attrition rates in their 
disclosure statements be approved in principle, that it be forwarded to the Board of 
Trustees Committee on Admissions and Education with a request that it authorize 
circulation of the proposed amendment for a 45-day public comment period; and that 
following a period of public comment, any comments received and a final version of the 
proposed amendment be considered by the Committee. 

PROPOSED MOTION 

If the Subcommittee agrees with the recommendation, the following motion would be in 
order: 

Move that the following proposed amendment of Rule 4.241(A) of the 
Unaccredited Law School Rules, which will require unaccredited law 
schools to provide attrition rates in their disclosure statements be 
approved in principle: 

(10)  In the format required by the Committee, the attrition rates of 
students who are enrolled in the school and do not matriculate into 
subsequent years of law study. This information must be provided 
for the past five years or since the establishment of the law school, 
whichever time is shorter. 
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that the proposed amendment be forwarded to the Board of Trustees 
Committee on Admissions and Education with a request that it authorize 
circulation of the proposed amendment for a 45-day public comment 
period; and that following a period of public comment, any comments 
received and a final version of the proposed amendment be considered by 
the Committee. 
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