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BACKGROUND 

As was reported during the Committee of Bar Examiners’ March 2016 meeting, on 
February 18, 2016, Senator Block introduced a bill that if ultimately approved and 
signed by the Governor would add Section 6060.1.5 to the California Business and 
Professions Code, which would require every applicant complete 50 hours of pro bono 
before they could be admitted to the practice of law. 

DISCUSSION 

If the legislation ultimately is signed into law, it will be the Committee’s responsibility to 
administer the new requirement.  Under any version (whether certification is through the 
law schools or self-certification), the new requirement should not be that difficult to 
implement, although additional programming of the Admissions information system and 
staff time to receive and file, and to audit, will be required.  If the bill makes it to the 
Governor’s desk, a more detailed implementation plan will be provided to the 
Committee. 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that report on the status of Senate Bill No. 1257, which would require 
applicants to complete 50 hours of pro bono before admission to the practice of law in 
California, be received and filed and no further action be taken by the Committee. 

PROPOSED MOTION 

If the Committee agrees with the recommendation, the following motion should be 
made: 



Move, that the report on the status of Senate Bill No. 1257 (Block), which 
would require applicants to complete 50 hours of pro bono before 
admission to the practice of law in California, be received and filed and 
that no further action be taken by the Committee at this time. 
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